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ABSTRACT

The teaching and learning of Economics Education in colleges of education in Delta state
face various challenges, including inadequate resources, lack of insecurity, outdated
curriculum, limited professional development opportunities for teachers, and lack of
student motivation. These challenges hinder effective teaching and learning, impacting
student understanding and academic performance. To address these obstacles, it is
essential to implement strategies such as upgrading resources and infrastructure,
updating the curriculum to align with current economic trends, providing continuous
professional development for teachers, creating an inspiring and engaging learning
environment, and integrating technology into the teaching process. By addressing these
challenges and implementing these solutions, it is recommended that colleges of
education in Delta State receive increased funding and support from the government and
other stakeholders to enhance resources and infrastructure. Additionally, there is need to
review and update the curriculum and teaching methods for Economics education to make
them more relevant and engaging for students. Professional development opportunities
forteachers should be provided to ensure they have the necessary skills and knowledge to
effectively teach Economics education. Finally, efforts should be made to motivate and
inspire students to take an interest in Economics education through innovative teaching
methods and practical applications.
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Introduction

The teaching and learning of Education in Colleges of Education in Delta State, Nigeria,
plays a crucial role in the preparation of pre-service teachers for the education sector. As
the primary institutions responsible for training future educators, Colleges of Education in
Delta State have a significant impact on the development of knowledge, skills, and
pedagogical approaches in the field of Education. Over the years, the approach to
teaching and learning of Economic Education in Colleges of Education in Delta State has
evolved to meet the changing demands of the education landscape. In the past, the focus
was largely on the transmission of theoretical knowledge, with less emphasis on practical
applications and student-centered learning (Obodoegbulam, 2015). However, in recent
times, Colleges of Education in Delta State have recognized the need to adopt more
innovative and engaging teaching strategies to enhance the learning experience of pre-
service teachers.

One of the notable developments in the teaching and learning of Education in Colleges of
Education in Delta State has been the increased emphasis on the integration of
technology. Colleges have invested in modern computer laboratories and incorporated
the use of educational software, online resources, and multimedia tools to enrich the
learning environment (Okoh, 2018). This technology-enabled approach not only makes
the subject matter more engaging but also equips pre-service teachers with the necessary
digital skills to effectively integrate technology in their future classrooms. However, the
process of teaching and learning economics is fraught with various challenges. These
challenges span from infrastructural deficiencies to pedagogical issues, motivation and
sociocultural factors affecting learning.

In addition Colleges of Education in Delta State have also placed greater emphasis on the
development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills among pre-service teachers of
Education. Educators have recognized the importance of equipping students with the
ability to analyze educational issues, identify challenges, and devise innovative solutions
(Igbinedion, 2017). This has led to the incorporation of student-centered learning
approaches, such as case studies, group discussions, and project-based assignments,
which challenge pre-service teachers to apply their knowledge in real-world educational
contexts. A well-resourced economics education program requires access to various
educational materials, including textbooks, journals, and digital resources (Igbinedion,
2017). The lack of functional libraries restricts students' ability to engage deeply with
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economic theories and data analysis, ultimately hindering their learning experience. In an
increasingly digital world, technology plays a crucial role in education. However, many
colleges of education in Delta State lag in implementing modern educational technologies
(Adeyemi, 2019). The absence of computers, internet access, and other learning
management systems limits students' exposure to contemporary economic tools and
methods of effective learning of Economics.

The effectiveness of economics education is significantly influenced by the pedagogical
approaches employed by lectures. In many colleges of education in Delta State, there is a
reliance on traditional lecture methods, with insufficient incorporation of interactive or
experiential learning techniques (Adewale & Olusola, 2020). This approach often leads
to passive learning, where students memorize concepts without fully understanding or
being able to apply them in real-world contexts. The lack of active learning opportunities
reduces critical thinking, analytical skills which are essential in the field of economics.
Furthermore, the challenges of teaching and learning economics education in colleges
of education in Delta State are complex and multifaceted. Infrastructural deficiencies,
outdated pedagogical practices, curricular limitations, socio-cultural barriers,
administrative inefficiencies, and low student engagement all contribute to the difficulties
faced in this field of study (Ogbebor, 2019). This approach allows pre-service teachers to
engage with educational issues in a more hands-on and experiential manner, better
preparing them for the realities of the classroom.

Teaching and learning

Teaching and learning is a fundamental process in education that involves the sharing of
knowledge, skills, and information from a teacher or educator to a student or learner. This
process is essential for the acquisition of new knowledge, the development of critical
thinking skills, and the growth and development of individuals. Teaching involves the
deliberate and systematic process of imparting information, concepts, and skills to
students (Barak, & Hacker, 2014). It encompasses activities such as planning lessons,
delivering instruction, facilitating discussions, assessing student learning, and providing
feedback. Effective teaching involves engaging students, promoting active learning, and
adapting teaching methods to meet the diverse needs of learners.

Learning, on the other hand, is the process by which individuals acquire knowledge, skills,
and understanding through various experiences and interactions. It involves active
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engagement with content, reflection on new information, and the application of knowledge
to solve problems or make decisions. Learning is a lifelong process that occurs in formal
educational settings, as well as informally through daily experiences and interactions.
Teaching and learning are closely interconnected and reciprocal processes. Effective
teaching practices can enhance student learning outcomes, while active and engaged
learners are more likely to benefit from instruction (Okoh, 2018). The goal of teaching and
learning is to foster intellectual growth, critical thinking skills, and a lifelong love for
learning.

Economics Education

Economics education is the study of various economic theories, principles, and concepts
to understand how individuals, businesses, and governments make decisions regarding
the allocation of resources. It involves analyzing the production, distribution, and
consumption of goods and services in an economy. One of the main goals of economics
education is to equip individuals with the knowledge and skills necessary to understand,
interpret, and analyze economic data and trends (Ojo, & Umar, 2021). This knowledge
can help individuals make informed decisions in their personal and professional lives, as
well as contribute to the overall economic growth and development of a nation.

According to Tawfik, Awwad, & Shehata, (2018), economics education has a significant
impact on individuals' understanding of economic concepts and their ability to make
informed decisions in various economic situations. The study found that individuals who
had received formal economics education had a better understanding of economic
concepts such as supply and demand, inflation, and monetary policy, compared to those
who had not received such education. Furthermore, economics education has been
shown to have a positive impact on individuals' career prospects and earnings potential.
According to a report by the National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE, n.d),
economics majors consistently rank among the top earners in terms of starting salaries
and mid-career earnings.

College of Education

The College of Education is an academic institution that offers programs focused on the
training and development of educators, including teachers, administrators, and other
education professionals. The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE) is a specialized professional accreditation agency for educator preparation
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programs, and its mission is to ensure the quality of teacher education programs
nationwide. Colleges of Education are specialized institutions dedicated to the
preparation, training, and professional development of educators across various levels of
the education system. These institutions play a crucial role in shaping the skills,
knowledge, and pedagogical practices of future teachers, ensuring they are equipped
with the competencies needed to deliver quality education to students (Darling-
Hammond, 2017). The concept of a College of Education encompasses a range of
academic programs, practical training opportunities, research initiatives, and community
engagement efforts aimed at advancing the field of education and nurturing the next
generation of educators.

The primary mission of Colleges of Education is to equip prospective teachers with the
pedagogical skills, content knowledge, and classroom management techniques
necessary to excel in their roles as educators (Pinar, 2018). Through a combination of
theoretical coursework, field experiences, and internships, these institutions strive to
provide aspiring teachers with a comprehensive understanding of educational principles
and practices. Additionally, Colleges of Education often emphasize the importance of
reflective teaching practices, cultural competency, and the integration of technology in the
classroom to meet the diverse needs of students in today's educational landscape.

Furthermore, Colleges of Education serve as hubs of research and innovation in the field
of education, contributing to the development of evidence-based practices and
pedagogical approaches. Faculty members and researchers within these institutions
engage in scholarly activities that seek to enhance teaching effectiveness, promote
student learning outcomes, and address educational challenges within local and global
contexts (Barr, 2016). By fostering a culture of inquiry and continuous improvement,
Colleges of Education play a vital role in advancing knowledge in the field of education and
shaping educational policies and practices.

Moreover, Colleges of Education often collaborate with schools, communities, and other
educational stakeholders to enrich the learning experiences of both students and
educators. These partnerships help bridge the gap between theory and practice, allowing
future teachers to engage with real-world educational settings and apply their learning in
authentic contexts. Additionally, Colleges of Education may offer continuing education
programs, professional development opportunities, and resources to support practicing
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educators in enhancing their teaching skills and remaining current in their field
(Obodoegbulam, 2015).

Challenges Facing Teaching and Learning of Economics Education

a. Inadequate Funding:

Colleges of education in Nigeria often grapple with inadequate funding, leading to a lack of
essential resources and materials necessary for effective teaching and learning.
Insufficient funding hampers the procurement of updated textbooks, teaching aids, and
technology, ultimately affecting the quality of education delivered to students (Ogunleye,
2018)

b. Shortage of Qualified Teachers

The shortage of qualified Economics Education teachers is a significant challenge in
colleges of education in Nigeria. The dearth of skilled educators in the field may resultin a
lack of proper guidance and instruction for students, hindering their comprehension of
complex economic concepts and theories. Addressing this challenge is crucial for
enhancing the quality of education in Economics Education (Adeyemi, 2019)

¢. Outdated Curriculum

The curriculum for Economics Education in colleges of education may be outdated, not
aligning with current economic trends and theories. An obsolete curriculum can lead to a
disconnection between theory and practice, limiting students' ability to apply knowledge to
real-world economic situations effectively.

d. Limited Practical Exposure:

Students in colleges of education in Nigeria may have limited opportunities for practical
exposure in Economics Education. Insufficient practical experiences impede students'
ability to apply theoretical knowledge to real-life economic scenarios, resulting in a lack of
practical understanding and skills development required in the field. (Adebayo, 2017)

e. Lack of Access to Technology:

Colleges of education in Nigeria often lack access to modern technology and resources
necessary for effective teaching and learning. The absence of technology integration can
hinder interactive and innovative teaching methods, limiting students' engagement and
learning outcomes in Economics Education.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, addressing these challenges in the teaching and learning of Economics
Education in colleges of education in Delta state is crucial to ensuring that future
economics educators are well-prepared and equipped to meet the demands of the
profession. Efforts to provide adequate resources, opportunities for professional
development, relevant curriculum, and effective pedagogical approaches can help
enhance the quality of education and training in this field.

Suggestions
The following suggestions are hereby made to alleviate the challenges facing
teaching/learning of Economics in Colleges of Education in Delta State.

1. Colleges of education should prioritize improving infrastructure such as
classrooms, libraries, and computer labs. Adequate and well-equipped learning
spaces would create a conducive environment for effective teaching and learning.

2. Government should provide economics education curriculum update regularly to
reflect current economic trends, theories, and practices. This will ensure that
students are equipped with relevant and up-to-date knowledge and skills.

3. Colleges of education should emphasize the use of innovative and student-
centered teaching methods, such as case studies, simulations, and group
discussions. This would enhance students' critical thinking, problem-solving, and
analytical skills, promoting a deeper understanding of Economics concepts.

4. Colleges of education should establish partnerships with relevant government
agencies and industries to facilitate experiential learning opportunities for
students. This could include internships, field trips, and guest lectures, providing
students with real-world exposure to economic issues.
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