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ABSTRACT

This study examines the political instability disruption on implementation of economics
education policies in the tertiary institution in Delta state. Political instability has been a
recurrent issue in Nigeria, impacting various sectors, including education. The instability
affects the implementation of economic education policies, particularly in areas such as
curriculum development, resource allocation, and academic freedom. Political
instability leads to frequent changes in government policies, budget allocation, and
leadership, resulting in disruptions to curriculum implementation, restrictions on
academic freedom, low morale among educators, and poor student outcomes. The
findings reveal that political instability causes frequent changes and disruptions in
government policies, negatively affecting the implementation of economic education
policies. It also restricts academic freedom, limiting educators' ability to teach and
conduct research effectively, and contributes to poor student outcomes, including low
academic achievement and limited career opportunities. The paper suggests among
other that the stabilization of the political environment to facilitate consistent policy
implementation and the protection of academic freedom to ensure that educators can
teach without interference. Additionally, the creation of long-term educational plans that
transcend political cycles is suggested to ensure continuity and stability in the education
sector.

KEYWORDS: Political Instability, Tertiary Institutions, Implementation Policy, Economic
Education
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Introduction

Political instability in Nigeria has been a persistent challenge, influencing key sectors,
particularly education. According to Agbonifo (2017), political instability refers to
frequent and unpredictable changes in government, policies, and leadership that
disrupt the normal functioning of governance and societal institutions. This instability
often manifests in forms such as coups, political violence, frequent leadership changes,
and inconsistent government decisions, all of which impact education, economic
development, and social stability. These disruptions often result in policy discontinuities
that affect the implementation of key education initiatives, particularly economic
education policies.

Frequent changes in government can lead to abrupt shifts in educational priorities,
which often disrupt the existing policy framework. For instance, when a new
government takes office, it may introduce changes in the curriculum without proper
consultation with educators or consideration for ongoing programs. Siegfried and
Walstad (2014) argued that such inconsistency not only confuses educators and
students but also diminishes the overall quality of education. Tertiary institutions, which
play a critical role in shaping the national intellectual and professional workforce, are
especially vulnerable to the adverse effects of political instability.

Altbach (2015) noted that tertiary education is particularly susceptible to political
instability, which can have far-reaching consequences for students, faculty, and broader
society .Economic education is defined as the systematic provision of knowledge and
skills that enable students to understands economic principles, policies and
systems.The implementation of economic education policies in these institutions is
crucial for equipping students with the knowledge and skills necessary to contribute
effectively to the economy. However, frequent changes in government, shifts in policy
direction, and inconsistent funding have made it difficult to sustain a stable educational
environment. Furthermore, political instability can lead to reduced government
revenue, resulting in inadequate funding for educational initiatives and infrastructure
(Bruns, 2013). Economic education policies, which are vital for promoting economic
growth, reducing poverty, and improving living standards, require a consistent and well-
supported curriculum. Hanushek and Woessmann (2015) emphasized that these
policies, covering areas such as financial literacy, economic theory, and policy analysis,
are fundamental to national development. However, political instability often leads to
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disruptions that negatively impact curriculum development, resource allocation, and
academic freedom, ultimately affecting student outcomes.

Political Instability

Political instability remains a growing concern globally, driven by factors such as
polarization, electoral uncertainty, and the rise of authoritarian tendencies. In 2024,
political landscapes across many countries are marked by turbulence, with nearly half
the global population set to vote in critical elections, including in the United States, India,
and numerous European nations. These elections will test the resilience of
democracies and the influence of populism and extremism. In the U.S., growing
polarization has been fueled by identity-based politics, distrust in election processes,
and potential legal battles involving former President Donald Trump. These dynamics
risk exacerbating divisions, as some Americans justify the use of force to influence
political outcomes. Similarly, elections in Europe highlight the rising influence of far-right
and populist movements, as seen with victories in the Netherlands and shifts in Eastern
Europe. These developments raise questions about the future of liberal democratic
values and governance (Baker, 2020).

Meanwhile, in authoritarian regimes such as Russia, Belarus, and Iran, elections are
expected to consolidate power rather than foster meaningful political change. Leaders
often use these opportunities to gain legitimacy while stifling opposition and dissent. In
hybrid regimes and democracies experiencing democratic backsliding, such as Tunisia
and India, erosion of press freedom and judicial independence further undermines
stability (Fukuyama, 2021). Economic uncertainty adds another layer to political
instability. Delayed decision-making and fiscal inaction, exacerbated by upcoming
elections, are expected to hinder investment and economic growth globally. Europe
faces additional pressure from inflation, immigration challenges, and energy insecurity,
while the U.S. grapples with potential recession risks and rising inequality. These
conditions create fertile ground for discontent and unrest, with socio-economic
grievances likely to fuel political tensions (Sullivan, 2022). The interplay of these
factors—polarization, economic stress, and the erosion of democratic
norms—suggests that 2024 will be a decisive year in shaping the trajectory of global
political stability. Addressing these issues requires sustained commitment to
democratic principles, inclusive governance, and socioeconomic reforms to mitigate
the root causes of instability (Smith, 2021).
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Tertiary Institution

Tertiary institutions are educational establishments that provide advanced learning
opportunities beyond secondary education. These institutions include universities,
polytechnics, colleges of education, and vocational training centers. Their primary
purpose is to impart specialized knowledge and skills, foster intellectual development,
and prepare individuals for professional roles in society. They also serve as hubs for
research, innovation, and societal development (UNESCO, 2023).

Tertiary institutions offer a wide range of programs, including undergraduate degrees,
postgraduate qualifications, and vocational certifications. These programs are
structured to equip students with both theoretical knowledge and practical skills.
Institutions are typically categorized into universities, which focus on academic and
research-oriented disciplines; polytechnics, which emphasize technical and practical
skills; and colleges of education, which train teachers for various levels of the education
sector.

Another defining feature of tertiary institutions is accreditation. Regulatory bodies
ensure these institutions meet quality standards. In Nigeria, for example, the National
Universities Commission (NUC) oversees universities, while the National Board for
Technical Education (NBTE) supervises polytechnics to maintain the integrity and
quality of their programs (NUC, 2023).

Tertiary institutions play a vital role in personal, societal, and national development.
First, they contribute to human capital development by equipping students with
specialized skills needed in the workforce. Graduates from these institutions drive
industries, public services, and innovation. Second, they promote economic growth by
fostering entrepreneurship, producing skilled professionals, and conducting research
that supports industrial and technological advancements (World Bank, 2022).
Additionally, tertiary institutions enhance social mobility, providing individuals with
opportunities to improve their economic and social standing through education. Despite
their importance, tertiary institutions face challenges, particularly in developing
countries like Nigeria. These include inadequate funding, insufficient infrastructure,
overcrowded classrooms, and a mismatch between graduates' skills and labor market
needs. Frequent strikes and disruptions also undermine the quality of education.
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Addressing these issues requires strategic investment and policy reforms (Okebukola,
2022).

Economics Education

Economics education refers to the teaching and learning of economic theories,
principles, and practices, designed to equip individuals with the knowledge and skills to
understand and analyze economic systems, make informed decisions, and address
societal challenges. It is a critical component of education at various levels, from
primary schools to tertiary institutions, where students gain insight into resource
allocation, production, consumption, and the impact of economic policies on society
(UNESCO, 2023).

The primary goal of economics education is to develop students' ability to think critically
about economic issues and solve real-world problems. It teaches concepts such as
scarcity, opportunity cost, supply and demand, and economic growth, while also
exploring global issues like trade, inflation, unemployment, and environmental
sustainability (World Bank, 2022). Additionally, economics education fosters financial
literacy, empowering students to manage personal finances and contribute effectively
to economic activities in society. At higher levels, economics education prepares
students for careers in diverse fields, including business, government, finance, and
academia. It also cultivates skills in data analysis, policy evaluation, and strategic
decision-making, which are essential for tackling complex economic challenges (Badu
etal.,2023).

Economics education plays a vital role in promoting national and global development. It
enables individuals to understand and contribute to economic systems, helping them
make informed choices as consumers, workers, and citizens. In developing countries
like Nigeria, it is particularly important for addressing issues such as poverty,
unemployment, and sustainable development (Okeke, 2023). Moreover, economics
education enhances critical thinking and problem-solving skills, fostering innovation
and entrepreneurship. It also helps policymakers and business leaders design and
implement effective strategies to drive economic growth and stability (OECD, 2023).

Policy Implementation
Policy implementation is a critical phase in the policy-making process that involves
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translating policy goals and objectives into concrete actions and outcomes. Effective
policy implementation is essential for achieving the desired policy outcomes and
addressing societal challenges. However, the implementation of policies is often
complex and can be influenced by various factors, including political, economic, and
social dynamics. One key aspect of policy implementation is the role of government
agencies and organizations responsible for carrying out the policy directives. These
implementing agencies play a crucial role in ensuring that policies are executed
efficiently and effectively. According to a study by O'Toole and Meier (2017), the
capacity and resources of implementing agencies, as well as their organizational
culture and leadership, can significantly impact the success of policy implementation.

Another factor that affects policy implementation is the level of stakeholder involvement
and engagement. Stakeholders, including the public, interest groups, and community
organizations, can play a vital role in shaping policy implementation outcomes.
Engaging stakeholders in the policy implementation process can help build support for
the policy, generate new ideas, and ensure that policies are responsive to the needs of
those affected by them. Furthermore, the monitoring and evaluation of policy
implementation are essential for assessing the progress and impact of policies. Regular
monitoring allows policymakers to track the implementation process, identify any issues
or challenges that may arise, and make necessary adjustments to ensure the policy's
success. Evaluation helps determine whether the policy objectives are being met and
provides insights into the effectiveness of the implementation strategies.

Recent developments in technology and data analytics have also influenced policy
implementation practices. The use of digital tools and platforms can enhance the
monitoring and evaluation of policies, improve communication and coordination among
stakeholders, and enable real-time feedback on the progress of policy implementation.
For example, the adoption of data-driven approaches in policy implementation can lead
to more informed decision-making and better outcomes.

Influence of Political Instability on Policy Implementation

1. Disruption of Curriculum Development

The implementation of economic education policies relies heavily on a well-structured
and updated curriculum. However, frequent changes in government and policy
direction, as highlighted by Okebukola (2015), result in inconsistencies in curriculum
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development. Economic education, which should reflect current economic trends, is
often outdated due to delays in curriculum revisions caused by political instability. For
instance, changes in government often lead to abrupt policy shifts, leaving tertiary
institutions scrambling to adjust to new directives without adequate time for consultation
or planning.

The poor implementation of curriculum updates is further exacerbated by a lack of
coordination between policymakers and educators. This lack of collaboration often
results in poorly designed curricula that do not meet the needs of students or the
demands of the economy. Consequently, students graduate with insufficient knowledge
and skills, limiting their ability to contribute effectively to economic development.

2.Disruption of Academic Activities

Frequent changes in government often lead to interruptions in educational policies.
According to Okebukola (2015), political instability has contributed to irregular
academic calendars and frequent university closures due to strikes. Tertiary institutions
have had to deal with funding cuts, insufficient resources, and poor infrastructure as a
result of unstable political climates. This irregularity causes significant academic
disruptions, delaying students' graduation and limiting their ability to receive consistent
education.

3.Inconsistent Policy Implementation

Political ins loltability leads to inconsistencies in educational policies. Bruns (2013)
notes that economic policies impacting education are often affected by government
changes, leading to policy discontinuities. For instance, the sudden introduction or
cancellation of policies without proper consultations with academic stakeholders
creates confusion and results in poorly implemented policies. This affects curriculum
development and planning, often leading to the discontinuation of long-term
educational initiatives.

4.Inconsistent Resource Allocation and Funding Gaps

Political instability leads to economic disruptions, which directly affect the allocation of
resources to tertiary institutions. According to Bruns (2013), political instability can lead
to reduced government revenue and, consequently, inadequate funding for education
initiatives. In Delta State, this has manifested in poorly funded economic education
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programs, with institutions often struggling to provide basic teaching materials, modern
textbooks, and infrastructure.

The economic downturns caused by political instability often force governments to cut
back on educational budgets. In turn, this affects the quality of economic education, as
institutions are unable to invest in necessary resources. Additionally, funding
inconsistencies hinder the implementation of research projects, professional
development for lecturers, and the introduction of modern teaching methods, all of
which are crucial for arobust economic education system.

5. Restrictions on Academic Freedom

One of the significant consequences of political instability is the restriction of academic
freedom. Altbach (2015) notes that political instability often leads to governmental
interference in academic institutions, which limits educators' ability to teach and
conduct research freely. In Delta State, this interference has resulted in the suppression
of critical discussions on economic policies, which are vital for economic education.
Lecturers are often discouraged from discussing sensitive political and economic
issues, resulting in a shallow understanding of the subject among students.

This restriction on academic freedom not only limits the ability of educators to impart
knowledge effectively but also diminishes students' capacity to engage in critical
analysis and problem-solving. The lack of an open academic environment stifles
innovation, which is essential for developing a vibrant economy.

6. Brain Drain

The uncertain and often dangerous environment created by political instability drives
many qualified academics and students to seek opportunities abroad, leading to a brain
drain. This loss of talent further weakens the capacity of tertiary institutions to deliver
quality education and contribute to national development.

7. Impact on Student Outcomes

Political instability indirectly affects student outcomes by creating an unstable learning
environment. Frequent strikes, protests, and closures disrupt academic calendars,
extending the time students spend in school and reducing their overall educational
attainment. This instability also demoralizes students, leading to lower academic
performance and limited career prospects.
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Causes of Poor Implementation of Economic Education Policies

1. Political Interference: Frequent changes in government lead to policy
discontinuities, which undermine the effective implementation of economic
education policies. Politicians often impose policies without consulting academic
stakeholders, resulting in poorly designed programs that do not align with
educational needs (Akinyemi, 2016).

2. Corruption and Mismanagement: Corruption is another factor contributing to the
poor implementation of economic education policies. Funds meant for education
are often mismanaged or siphoned off, leaving institutions underfunded and unable
to execute key educational programs (Ake, 2000).

3. Lack of Political Will: Many political leaders do not prioritize education, particularly
economic education. This lack of commitment to educational development is
evident in the inadequate allocation of resources and the absence of long-term
strategic plans for education (Adesina, 2014).

4. Ethnic and Regional Tensions: Nigeria's complex ethnic and regional dynamics also
play a role in the poor implementation of policies. Regional conflicts and favoritism
often result in unequal distribution of resources, leaving some tertiary institutions
under-resourced compared to others (Suberu, 2001).

Conclusion

Political instability in Delta State has had far-reaching effects on the implementation of
economic education policies in tertiary institutions. The instability has disrupted
curriculum development, led to inconsistent resource allocation, and restricted
academic freedom, all of which are essential for providing quality economic education.
The resulting poor implementation of economic education policies has negatively
affected the quality of education, leaving students ill-prepared to contribute to Nigeria's
economic development.

Suggestions

1. Stabilizing Political Institutions: Stabilizing political institutions and ensuring policy
continuity are critical for the successful implementation of economic education
policies. Consistent leadership and transparent governance would help mitigate the
effects of political instability on education.

2. Increased Funding and Resource Allocation: Adequate and consistent funding
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should be provided to tertiary institutions to ensure the proper implementation of
economic education policies. The government should prioritize education in budget
allocations, with a specific focus on economic education programs.

3. Protection of Academic Freedom: Tertiary institutions should be allowed to operate
independently without political interference. Protecting academic freedom would
allow educators to teach and conduct research freely, thereby improving the quality
of economic education.

4. Engagement of Stakeholders: Policymakers should engage educators, students,
and other stakeholders in the development and implementation of economic
education policies. This collaboration would ensure that policies are relevant,
feasible, and aligned with the needs of the economy.
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